




qualified to hold conservation easements for which 
landowners intend to apply for Colorado state tax 
credits. In addition, the Board and Finance Committee 
worked to streamline the bookkeeping systems of the 
Land Trust. In June 2010, we received a Conserva-
tion Excellence grant from Great Outdoors Colorado 
(GOCO) to facilitate the hiring of a Director of Con-
servation who will help landowners structure conser-
vation transactions and acquire funding to help in the 
protection of important agricultural lands and critical 
wildlife habitat.

Legacy Land Trust has continued its membership 
in the Greeley Chamber of Commerce Agriculture 
Committee, as well as memberships with the Fort 
Collins Chamber of Commerce and our state and 
national land trust organizational affiliations. Our out-
reach efforts have included presentations to CSU natu-
ral resource classes, sustainable living fairs and festivals, 
Rotary presentations, and other civic, outdoors, and 
newcomer groups, as well as landowner presentations.

Our business membership program has stabilized, and 

the general membership experienced an increase to a 
high of 558 through June 2010. In other areas, Legacy 
Land Trust held another successful fundraiser Art 
for Conservation show at the Poudre River Art Cen-
ter doubling the best year ever in terms of art sold, 
hosted John Fielder in his Ranches of Colorado tour, and 
held another appreciation reception, Legacy Night, 
for landowners, donors, and potential new members 
where Chris Pague of The Nature Conservancy was 
speaker.

The Board of Directors welcomed Jerry Kopp, Bob 
Tate, Dean Block and Lorna Reeves, all of Fort Col-
lins, as new directors with Ted Swanson retiring.

The Board of Directors is thankful to all the contribu-
tors – of time, expertise, money, and landowner con-
tributions that help Legacy Land Trust keep northern 
Colorado vibrant and beautiful. Together, we are 
helping to build better communities now and for the 
future.

Thank you for your part in  
this conservation effort. 

Contact us if you would like 
to know more about our land 

conservation program. 

info@legacylandtrust.org 

(970) 407-1434
Aspen Grove, Red Feather Lakes, Larimer County

JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE TO LEGACY LAND TRUST!

If you’ve been meaning to join Legacy Land Trust, or contribute additional support, please fill this out and send it to us. If you 
know someone you think might want to join or contribute, please pass this along to them. Thank you!

MEMBERSHIP:

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP:

GENERAL OPERATING SUPPORT:

SAVE-AN-ACRE:

General - $35

Heritage - $50

Century - $100

Conservator - $250

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

E-mail:			 

      Check          Visa        Mastercard #:

Expiration:		  Signature:

Friend - $1,000+

Sponsor - $2,000+

$50       $100       $500

$100           $500 

Partner - $5,000+

Steward’s Circle - $7,500

Other: $

Other: $

Steward - $500

Grantor - $1,000

Student - $15

Other: $

Please return to Legacy Land Trust, 214 South College Avenue, Suite 200, Fort Collins, 
Colorado 80524 Thank You!
Legacy Land Trust is a 501(c)3 private, non-profit organization. Your donation is tax  
deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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From the President: 
More Success  
On the Way
Legacy Land Trust is in an exciting time in its 
history! We want you, our members and sup-
porters, to share this excitement with the board 
and staff as we move through the remainder of 
2010 and into 2011. In June we were awarded 
a Conservation Excellence grant from Great 
Outdoor Colorado (GOCO), which will enable 
us to hire a Director of Conservation. That 
person will be tasked with taking our landowner 
outreach to a new level as well as pursuing 

grants that 
will provide 
financial sup-
port to land-
owners who 
wish to place 
conservation 
easements on 
their proper-
ty. Enclosed 
in this issue 
of the news-
letter you will 
find a map 
depicting the 
location of 
our current 
easements. 
With your 

help and the support of GOCO we will be add-
ing more marks on the map.

As most of you know, Jane Clark, our Develop-
ment Director, retired on June 30th. She agreed 
to stay on to manage the two events that were 
well along in the planning stages – the Sum-
mer Picnic Celebration hosted by Grant Family 
Farms and the Art for Conservation show and 
sale. A heartfelt thanks to Jane for her many 
contributions to Legacy Land Trust - from 
Founder to Development Director. 

In early August we hired Nora Gilbertson to 
fill the position of Development Director. Her 
first official day was August 9 – however, those 
of you who were at the Picnic may have had 
the opportunity to meet her there. A warm 
welcome to Nora, who will be a great addition 
to our team. 

Working from a solid foundation, Legacy Land 
Trust is growing into a productive future. We 
thank all of our supporters for making this pos-
sible. 

Sheila Baker

From the Executive Director: 
The Challenges 
Ahead
Getting the GOCO Conservation 
Excellence Grant challenges all of us 
at Legacy Land Trust to dig deeper to 
bring in excellent talent for the Direc-
tor of Conservation position, con-
nect with landowners who have had 
conservation on their mind over the 
years, and raise more money to match 
the GOCO grant and to start to be 
able to fund some of the upcoming 
conservation easement procurement.

As we see a temporary cap placed on 
annual conservation easement tax 
credits for the next three years (see 
LLT Notes, page 3), we need to be 
creative in putting our projects to-
gether and will likely involve multiple 
partners for specific funding opportu-
nities. The sooner landowners inquire 
about how to put their projects 
together, the better the opportunities 
for being in the front of the line each 
year before the ceiling is reached if tax 
credits are involved.

Even though our national economy 
remains flat, (and the news continu-
ally reminds us of that) we know that 
our region is a magnet for those 
looking for an excellent quality of life, 
and many who look to call northern 
Colorado home don’t necessarily 
need employment so a flat economy 
isn’t necessarily a deterrent to migra-
tion. So, we still need to press ahead 
with conservation of private lands to 
form the backbone of the balance of 
open and working landscapes for the 
future. The open landscapes provide 
wildlife habitat and natural bounty, 
the working landscapes provide local 
and exported food, fiber, and the con-
tinuation of our agricultural heritage, 
economy, and knowledge.

I hope you will join us as we dig 
deeper with all our resources to pro-
tect the natural ones around us. Many 
thanks for all your support over the 
years.

Ryan Boggs

Our Mission: to conserve and 
protect key natural, scenic and 
agricultural lands of northern 
Colorado that make this region 
a special place to live and work.

Board of  
D irectors

Sheila Baker, Fort Collins 
President

Lew Grant, Wellington 
Vice President

Bill Friedman, Fort Collins 
Treasurer

Thomas Ligon, Loveland 
Secretary

Dean Block, Fort Collins

Stan Cass, Eaton

Robert Fenwick-Smith, 
North Park

Peggy Ford, Greeley

Jerry Kopp, Fort Collins

Steve Mason, Fort Collins

Lorna Reeves, Fort Collins

Jean Sutherland, Fort Collins

Bob Tate, Fort Collins

Phil Teeter, Wellington

S ta f f

Ryan Boggs, Executive Director

Nora Gilbertson,  
  Development Director

Erin Quinn, Stewardship  
  Coordinator

Jane Clark, Art Show 
  Coordinator

Robin Cordova, Office Manager

v o l u n t e e r s

Dave Armstrong | Van Baker 

Mishelle Baun | John Beach 

Mark DeGregorio | Adele DeRyk 

Jim Erdman | Nanci Erskine 

Geoff Feiss | Sarah Flick 

Sherry Gaines | Fran Hardman 

Barb Haynie | Ellen Heath 

Sam Kunkle | Sally Lee 

Peggy Lindstrom | Jane Low 

Cathy Morgan | Patti Newman 

Tom Newman | Gary Packard 

Kathy Packard | Colin Quinn 

John Rankin | Lorraine Seger 

Annie Sjoberg | Barb Tokunga 

Sarah Tutt | Hannah Varani 

Kathy Watts | Nancy West 

Marion Yacko

214 South College Avenue  
Suite 200 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80524

(970) 266-1711 
Fax: (970) 482-4858 
info@ legacylandtrust.org 
www.legacylandtrust.org

Larkspur
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up to eight feet in height. It is estimated 
that a single plant can produce 100,000 
seeds which may remain viable for more 
than 100 years. Conventional routes to 
stamp out the invader include seeding po-
tential sites with early successional native 
grasses, pulling by hand which is thought 
to be the most effective, or spraying with a 
herbicide where pulling is unrealistic due 
to quantity or topography issues.

With its prickly leaves and scratchy texture 
Canada thistle, Cirsium arvense, is a bit 
more bothersome. Thistle is known to 
invade quickly on disturbed soils such as 
along driveways and roads. Reduction 
can be achieved through hand-cutting, 
mowing, controlled burning, and chemi-
cal means, depending on the amount of 
growth and the topography being man-
aged. Because it is a perennial, the entire 

plant must be killed in order 
to prevent re-growth from 
rootstock. Like any invasive 
species, cutting or mowing of 
infestations should be con-
ducted prior to seed set. 

Many plants, both desirable 
and undesirable, have taken 
advantage of the early mois-
ture, increasing their seed 
bank and becoming more 
established. That could bode 
well for desired grasses next 
season, but keeping an eye on 
the weeds will also be neces-
sary. We are glad to be an in-
formation resource whenever 
possible, so call if you have 

questions. Thank you to all our landown-
ers for helping with another smooth-run-
ning monitoring season!!

Erin Quinn

Colorado Conserva-
tion Easement Tax 
Credits Clarified
Recently passed Colorado House Bill 10-
1197 clarifies the Colorado Conservation 
Easement Tax Credit program for the next 
three years. Working with state certified 
land trusts (Legacy Land Trust is certified), 
landowners may qualify for saleable tax 
credits up to $375,000 per transaction, Masonville Foothills Lichen

Resource Development: 
Looking forward
Our cover story is about a compelling 
campaign to continue and expand our 
vital conservation work in the region. 
It has been easy to revel in the achieve-
ments we have made together in con-
serving almost 40,000 acres of varied 
geography in three counties. But now 
is the time for an expanded push to 
get done what we can to save critical 
wildlife habitat on private lands along 
with the land that grows our food.

I will be retiring completely after the 
Art Show this fall, but will continue 
my generous support for Legacy Land 
Trust as it moves into the next phase 
of meaningful land conservation that 
will make a permanent mark on our 
local landscape. I hope you will join 
me as we help our new Development 
Director, Nora Gilbertson, and Legacy 
Land Trust, by sending your generous 
contributions to save more land.

This is one of the most incredibly 
beautiful and satisfying places to live 
and work in the United States, and we 
urgently need to protect its integrity 
through the newly initiated Conserva-
tion Excellence program of Legacy 
Land Trust. Thank you all for your 
involvement and generous investment 
in our land conservation work over the 
years. It has been a very meaningful 
experience in many ways.

Jane Clark

When Jane started Legacy Land Trust 
18 years ago, she understood the spe-
cialness and uniqueness of our area and 
wanted to  
help start a regional  
conversation about how we relate to 
the land as we grew in population. She 
also wanted to be able to offer concrete 
choices to landowners who  
wanted to permanently 
protect their land and 
their rural or agricultural 
lifestyles.  
The work she, our 
members, conservation 
landowners, and others 
have done will live on as a 
permanent characteristic 
of our landscape.

As a landscape architect 
by training, it is important 

to me to work to retain the regional 
vernacular, which is another way to 
talk about the sense of place that we all 
have to one degree or another of how 
we relate to our landscape intuitively. 
I couldn’t be happier to join the great 
team that is Legacy Land Trust – it’s 
members, conservation landowners, 
donors, directors and staff to continue 
this crucial work to protect our re-
gional wildlife, scenic and agricultural 
lands. I look forward to meeting all 
of you in the near future to continue 
moving this great work forward.

Nora Gilbertson

Stewardship Notes: 
Change Is Natural
Change is the only constant… 
With the last two wet springs, growing 
patterns for 
native and in-
vasive species 
have manifest-
ed differently 
than in drier 
years. In the 
mix this year 
are two plants 
in vigor-
ous stands 
in places we 
haven’t seen 
them before 
on some of 
the conserved 
lands we 
monitor. They 
are common 
mullein and Canada thistle. 

Mullein, Verbascum thapsus, grows as 
a fuzzy grayish-green rosette plant with 
a tall, yellow flowering stalk reaching  
 

(continued on page 4)

Canada Thistle
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Morgan Timber Products is a local, family-owned forest 
stewardship company using state-of-the-art fuel efficient 
and low impact equipment to create defensible spaces 
or fuel breaks for your mountain property. Located at 
2532 W.C. R. 54G (just south of Laporte on Hwy. 287), 
Morgan Timber Products can also supply you with any of 
the following for your home or farm (much of it locally 

harvested): western rail fence / field posts / splits / privacy 
fencing / barn poles / gates / hitching posts / landscape 
squares / rough sawn lumber / finish and pattern lumber 
/ specialty beams / firewood / landscape mulch / livestock 
bedding / forestry services and custom roundwood prod-
ucts. Visit them at www.morgantimberproducts.com.

Morgan Timber Products!

Thank you our Newest conservation  
supporting business sponsor!

Colorado Conservation Ease-
ment Tax Credits Clarified 

(continued) 

per year, depending on the appraised value of the perma-
nently protected land, and subject to certain costs and fees of 
the transaction. This is in addition to potential federal estate 
tax and income tax benefits.

Because of state budget shortfalls, there will be an annual cap 
placed on the aggregate state-wide tax credits of $26 million 
per year, with a three year cumulative maximum of $78 mil-
lion. There will be a waiting list for landowners whose credit 
requests come in over the annual cap. This limitation will 
sunset after three years.

This move continues to affirm the importance of land con-
servation as part of the state’s cultural, natural, geographic, 
and economic heritage while being appropriately responsive 
to current economic conditions in meeting the state’s needs.

Please call Ryan Boggs at 266-1711 for more information 
about the changes in the program.

Is Conservation Passé?
No, according to a new poll by LandVote 2009, pub-
lished by The Trust for Public Land and the Land Trust 
Alliance. The poll showed voters are eager to invest in 
land conservation, even in troubled economic times. 
The poll details how voters in 13 states approved over 
$600 million in new conservation funding. The Nature 
Conservancy also released poll indications that, despite 
the economy, voters nationwide remain highly commit-
ted to conservation, and solid majorities would be will-
ing to pay $100 more in annual taxes to conserve land. 
Tried-and-true messages about protecting clean water 
and natural areas for future generations still resonate and 
are more persuasive than economic arguments about 
green jobs. Read more at www.lta.org/policy/TNCpoll.

Project Update

Finishing up 2010 we are working to conserve additional 
Weld County migratory songbird habitat and rangelands, 
and continuing our protection of two large North Park 
ranches in Jackson County, as well as finishing out a small 
addition to a Red Feather area project. We are also look-
ing at additional Larimer County mountain and foothills 
projects over the next few months.

Wish List

We currently have a need for a new high-end computer 
that will handle our GIS and InDesign software. Many 
thanks!!

Ground Squirrel
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There are many complexities in sustaining and preserving 
family wealth and tradition between generations. Re-
cently, The Heritage Institute (THI), a for profit organiza-
tion, studied families that have successfully achieved unity 
across generations. They found that there is not a high or 
positive correlation between the amount of money a fam-
ily has and its ability to transfer wealth. Money raises the 
stakes but often a simple dispute over a personal item can 
cause estrangement.

An important step, if not the first, for the family is defin-
ing the meaning of wealth. Often, when family dynamics 
are strained or at risk, it is because wealth is only being 
defined in financial terms and the foundational wealth 
that has made the family special has been forgotten or 
taken for granted. Foundational wealth includes things like 
the family heritage, values, spiritual beliefs, work ethic, 
family stories, and life lessons or in essence, the emotional 
inheritance and commitment.

Generally, a good way to proceed and open the dialogue 
around sustaining family wealth in the broadest sense is 
through a family assessment tool. The Heritage Institute 
has designed an assessment tool to help provide families 
with a method of measuring or taking a snapshot of their 
standing in regard to their foundational wealth. The 
intention is to help foster better communication and trust 
that will hopefully lead to the next step which is to work 
together in crafting a clear, shared and expressed family vi-
sion for the present and the future. In this vision statement 
the values, history, experiences, responsibilities, hopes and 

dreams of each generation are formed as a resource and 
guide for future decision-making both for financial and 
nonfinancial matters.

In the next article I will continue 
the discussion on the Heritage Process 
and the common elements that have 
helped make multi-generational suc-
cess a worthy goal. If you would like 
a copy of the Family Assessment tool 
please contact me at jsprout@fwtb.com 
or call at 970-484-9222.

Jim Sprout, First Western Trust Bank

Jim Sprout is a member of the First Western Trust Bank wealth planning and 
fiduciary team. First Western Trust Bank is a sponsor of Legacy Land Trust.

Multi-Generational Planning, Part 2: 
Sustaining Family Wealth

upcoming events:

Art for Conservation Show & Sale:   
Opens for preview and silent auction bidding Saturday, 
October 30, 5 pm. Closing celebration and auction finale 
Friday, November 5, 2010. 
At the Poudre River Arts Center, 406 North College Ave., Fort 

Collins. Varied work of over 60 wonderful artists. All price 

ranges, styles. Food and Drink! Be there!

Annual Meeting of Directors and Members:   
Date and location to be determined in February, 2011.  

Contact Ryan for more details at rboggs@legacylandtrust.org.

Summer Picnic Celebration:   
Date to be determined in July/August, 2011.

Amazing 2010 Picnic &  
Summer Celebration!
Author James Galvin and the handmade tools of Lyle 
Van Waning added a 
distinctively celebratory 
element to our Summer 
Event this year. Marked 
by readings by Mr. 
Galvin from his book, 
The Meadow, and the 
opportunity to inspect 
and purchase up to 
140 various tools from Lyle’s estate, all had an incredibly 
wonderful time.

As much fun as the kids had with their games led by An-
nie Sjoberg and crew, and as much fun as the adults had 
visiting, eating and drinking, thanks to our many won-
derful sponsors, the picnic experience this year was about 
more than the general activities. It was about celebrating 
two iconic figures in our region. James Galvin brought 
us up close and personal with his friend and neighbor 
Lyle Van Waning, through his novel, and we got to spend 
time with the results of Lyle’s creativity and resourceful-
ness with his tools and hand-built items.

We have so many people and businesses to thank for 
helping provide the parts, and to thank our members and 
friends for helping us celebrate our western lands, heri-
tage, and its people! We hope to see you again next year!

In the meantime, we’d like to thank:  Grant Family 
Farms, Stone Ridge Grille, James Galvin, Kit and Jean 
Sutherland, Fort Collins Brewery, New Belgium Brew-
ing, Odell Brewing, Pringle’s Fine Wines,  
The Egg & I, The Reed Farm Beef, Sylvan Dale Heart 
J Beef, Stark Naked Farms Natural Pork, Whole Foods, 
Baun Business Communications, Bohemian Foundation, 
Fort Collins Nursery,  Harrison Resource Corporation, 
Houska Automotive,  JAX, KUNC, McCarty Land & 

Water Valuation, Public 
Service Credit Union,  
Ranch-Way Feeds, 
The Cupboard, UBS 
Financial Services, 
Wild Birds Unlimited, 
all of the businesses 
that contributed to our 
silent and live auctions, 

and our wonderful volunteers who helped everything 
run smoothly.

James Galvin

Susan & Bill


